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" non-violent" demonstrations on such a scale that they
would have been bound to get out of hand, and end, as
they so often did, in the roasting of a few hapless policemen
or some such other non-violent occupation. Such high
spirits, after all,- were only to be expected and could not
truthfully be described as bloodshed !
The same goes for the Communists. A few years ago,
the boys who fancied themselves as commissars were heroes
and martyrs if they happened to go so far over the line that
the British Raj grabbed them, and popped them into jail.
To-day, they are not given the chance of exhibiting their
prowess. Instead of being allowed to proceed from talk to
action, and from action to more serious action until the
elastic limits are passed, they just have to talk out of turn
a little too loudly ; and into prison they go.
Paradoxically, the more energetic measures of the inde-
pendent Government of India against the Communists does
not mean that the danger of the country going bright red
has diminished. On the contrary, as far as an impartial
observer can see, the chances have greatly increased.
Just before I flew from London to Bombay at the extreme
end of 1948, an Englishman who had lived in all parts of
India and Pakistan asked me to write him my impressions
of how the political atmosphere of the country was changing.
" What do you expect me to find ? " I demanded.
" Not a great deal, yet," was the answer. " But what
you see may give me a pointer as to whether my fears are
likely to be confirmed."
" And the fears are ? "
" That India will be either a complete dictatorship or an
oligarchy within a few years."
" But surely their whole aim is in the opposite direction ? "
" It is," he agreed, " but there have been one or two
initial blunders that will almost certainly lead to trouble.
The biggest of them all was the wholesale scrapping of
rationing which took place as soon as we handed over. It